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Should we have at this juncture another national seminar on the 
concerns of the Commission for the Ministry of Word and 
Worship ? Or a separate national seminar each on each of the 
specific areas i.e. Bible , Catechesis and Liturgy ? The questions 
occupied us quite some time. Our answer was in the negative. 


One reason: we felt that there wasn't much we could suggest as 
new proposals for action. , 


Thanks to the untiring and systematic efforts of our pioneers, who 
included the late Dr. D.S. Amalorpavadas, much ground has been 
covered in the various national seminars held so regularly until 
early nineties. The reports which were so carefully and 
systematically brought out, contain abundant inspiration and 
directives for action which in spite of the passing of the years 
appear still relevant and timely. What would be more needed , we 
thought, could be to recapitulate them and present them afresh for 
Study and needed action. 


But presenting all the voluminous amount of such 
Tecommendations, without identifying specific areas that need 
emphasis in the present context, could leave one confused. When 
On the other hand we identify our priorities we have a sense of 
direction, We have also then the means to check if we are 
Progressing adequately and on the right lines. We needed thus to 
Sie forward with a vision statement that assimilates and reflects 
Mle Present preoccupations of the Church in India and thus to 
integrate the ministry of Word and Worship in the overall mission 
of the Church in this point of history. Accordingly, we try to 
Pt aed a statement under the title " To the Kingdom through 
eae Communities in Word and Worship". The initial draft was 

culated to all the Bishops and diocesan directors and also to the 


experts in the field for their comments. The draft was 
enthusiastically appreciated. The final statement integrated the 
various observations. given by them. 


We wish that this Vision Statement is studied, reflected and 
improved upon to make it, especially, region-specific. 


We would like to insist here on the role of the regional structures 
for the Ministry of Word and Worship . Given the vastness of the 
nation and the great differences from region to region in language, 
culture and mental and emotional patterns, the action has to be 
more at the level of the regions than at the national level. This 
approach goes in line with the thrust of making a Church-from- 
below as represented in the increasing importance given to the 
basic communities. From regions the reflection process has to g0 
to the dioceses, and from there to the parishes and from there, 
ultimately, to the small communities at the base. We shall look 
forward to the day when the process is otherwise i.e. from such 
small communities to the nation at large. 


This publication is to help initiate the process at regional and 
diocesan levels 


Besides the vision-statement and relevant excerpts from earlier 
annual meetings it gives also a tentative programme for 
seminars/consultations at regional and diocesan levels. Our wish is 
that more such handbooks come in local languages for use in 
parishes and later on in small communities,. 

After all, the path to the Kingdom, as the title of the vision- 
statement has it, is through small communities 


Isn't it ? 


+ Soosa Pakiam M., 
Chairman, Commission for the Ministry of Word and Worship 
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TO THE KINGDOM THROUGH SMALL 
COMMUNITIES 
IN WORD AND WORSHIP 


0. The Scope 


At the threshold of yet another millennium as we are in, we 
feel challenged to take stock of our situations as related to 
the concerns of the Ministry of Word and Worship, to 
promote a national reflection on the issues involved and to 
rearticulate our positions and priorities. It is in this spirit 
that this vision statement is presented. 


1. The Mission 
1.1 " To the Kingdom " 


In a world that was ruled by forces of domination, hatred, 
guilt, ritualism and conditional approaches to God- 
experience, the Son of Man came proclaiming the good news 
of the Kingdom of God and called for repentance. " Time is 
ripe. The Kingdom of God is at hand. Repent and believe in 
the good news" ( Mk.1:15 ) was the opening statement of his 
mission. 


He spent his entire life representing the unconditionality of 
the love of the "Father who makes his sun rise on the evil 
and the good, sends rain on the just and the unjust" ( Matt 
5:45 )and he himself avowedly came not to seek the just but 
the sinners. 


Against a background of religions and rituals which thrived 
on fear and guilt, he came to proclaim the love of the Father 
who is ever eager to welcome sinners. The prostitutes and 
tax collectors, said the Son of Man, are to reach the 
Kingdom before the self-righteous. 


The Kingdom, which will tolerate no divisions among 
human beings based on caste, creed, race, sex, riches, and 
even virtuosity, is not to be something just of the world 
beyond, but something that begins already here below. "The 
Kingdom is already in the midst of you"( Lk.17:21) 


The new kingdom, where nobody will dominate over others 
based on their self-centered concerns, is to be the reign of 
God who is love. This kingdom is the brotherhood of people 
and peoples under the fatherhood of God. It admits only 
those who can live a life of sharing. The rich, that is, the 
people who consider the things of the world in terms of 
themselves and their own selfish needs are excluded from 
this kingdom. "It is more difficult for a rich man to enter the 
kingdom than for a camel to enter the eye of 4 
needle."(Lk:18:24-25), 


The Son of Man spent his entire life going about 
proclaiming the characteristics of this kingdom that is 4 
world acknowledging and experiencing the supremacy of 
love which is God. 


The kingdom is to be of such a great prize that one who finds 
it , like a merchant who has found a pearl of great value, 
risks everything to achieve it. 


The aspects of the kingdom, which he explained in parables 
obviously invited the ire of those limited in their visions by 
clouds of selfishness expressed in terms of legalism, 
ritualism, traditions and power-orientations. But the Son of 
Man went undaunted and obeyed the call of the kingdom 
even to the extent of laying down his life. 


To help him in the ministry of realising the kingdom, he 
formed a community of disciples who were not to be of the 
world with all its self-centered values and structures. And 
they too were to carry his cross and lay down their lives for 
the realization of the kingdom and share in the victory of 
the resurrection. 


The community of the disciples, especially after the 
resurrection of the Lord, empowered as it was with the new 
experience of the Spirit, constantly reminded itself of the 
words and mission of the Lord, and found Him to be the 
fulfillment of all the Scriptures. 


The Church is an extension or continuation of this 
discipleship community that becomes the body of Christ that 
keeps reliving the paschal mysteries of the life, death and 
resurrection for the sake of the kingdom which continues to 
be realised. 


In the Ministry of Word and Worship, the Church reassures 
itself of the reign of the love of the Father and reminds itself 
of the ever-recurring challenges of the Lord. The reading of 
the Word individually and especially as a community and the 
celebration of the mystery of the Son of Man become the 
sustaining forces in the commitment to realise the kingdom. 
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Amidst escapist rituals the celebration -- " the worship in 
Spirit and truth" -- is for the believing community, 
affirmation of life and its challenges until the " new heaven 
and the new earth" comes fully realised even as a bride 
adored. 


1.2. Through Small Communities 


The community is to be both the pointer to and realization of 
whatever the kingdom of God is about. 


Community is what happens when people live the reign of 
love , the reign of God. And community, in other words 
comes about when people care for one another, when people 
love one another. 


In communities where people feel for one another and share 
with one another, we have the witness that kingdom of God 
is already in our midst, that the Lord has risen. 


To the skeptics who wonder if God who is love exists, the 
community aspects stand out as loud and_ clear 
announcement that love continues to exist , that God is not 
dead but alive and risen. 

By living the reign of love as a community we proclaim the 
reign of God. 


The kingdom then is ultimately to be a community as it is a 
brotherhood ruled by love. And this means that people who 
live and work as a community, thereby become 
proclamation , a sign of the things to come. 


Community thus becomes both the tool to realize the 
kingdom of God and the very proclamation of the kingdom. 


The church thus is to be more than an organization . It is 
rather to be a fellowship of hearts, an entity defined by the 
strength of the relationships that prevail there. 


Thus the Church is basically to be a community, and the 
ecclesial experience is to be a community experience. The 
Church is, so to say, a community aimed at building the 
entire world into a community. 


But can the entire Church, as it is , ensure a vibrant and 
fulfilling ecclesial experience ? And for that matter, the 
entire world ? The answer seems to be more on the negative. 


The reason is that community is not numbers or an abstract 
multitude. Community, as it has been explained, is more 
than a crowd: 


a. A community is not a crowd. It is not a transient 
aggregation of passers by. Community has a certain 
amount of permanency. 

b. A community presupposes commitment to one another. 
And this commitment is actually the most identifying 
factor. 

c. A community has a shared vision. Consensus on 
objectives holds the community together. In this sense a 
community works together. 

d. A community means its members feel with one another. 
A community devoid of feelings, is not yet a 
community. It may be just a task force. 


7 


Be 


e. A community celebrates together. It brings imagination , 
feelings and art to play in the collective affirmation of 
persons and events and mysteries of life. 

f. A healthy community heals not only by the explicitly 
therapeutic programmes it offers but also by its process 
of affirmation and the strength of relationships. 
Community is an antidote to alienation, loneliness, 
insecurities and the resultant psychosomatic problems. 

g. A liberating community, consequently a_ healing 
community, is a participatory community. Participation 
in decision making is what makes a mass into a people. 
When people decide together they become conscious of 
their dignity as partners in progress, as subjects and 
equals and not just objects and the ruled. 

h. A community that is empowering, hence liberating and 
healing, makes its members not only to decide on the 
choice of various solutions proposed but also to see the 
problems together. Knowledge is power. A community 
that has been enabled to identify the problems and 
constantly evaluate them is an empowered community. 
Few will dare to exploit that community. 


i. A community that is effective is necessarily small. This 
follows from our earlier principles. A big community 
can neither offer powerful relationships nor scope for 
participation. 

j. A community that intends to have wider macro level 
impact ensures linkage with other similar communities 
through representative structures at various levels. This 
ensures not only the smallness of the community and 
wider level effective action but also effective grassroots 
participation in campaigns undertaken. 
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This means that the entire Church can become an effective 
and tangibly vibrant community only in so far as it becomes 
a communion of communities. 


This has its repercussions on the concept of the parish too. 
The parish, where the numbers are big, cannot likewise be 
but a communion of communities. Hence the insistence on 
basic ecclesial communities. 


The foundation of the ecclesial community is God who loves 
the world and sends His son to be a sign of his love. The Son 
sends the disciples to be the sign of His love in the world, 
that is, to be the Church. By living their lives as signs of 
love they transform the world into a magnificent expression 
of divine love ie. the kingdom of God. 


The mission-slogan then of the Commission for the Ministry 
of Word and Worship can only be, as for everything else in 
the Church, " To the kingdom through communities". 


Through small communities, to be more specific. 
2. The Context 


Nearing the end of the millennium, the Church has fittingly 
focused on "evangelization as the only mission ". This 
thrust on the mission of evangelization makes the church to 
think anew in the present context the unique , wider and 
deeper dimensions of the Good News of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, which basically is the raison d'etre of its existence( 
EN 16). The various movements in the church, too, help 
to refocus on the kingdom dimension of the Good News. 
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And rightly ,as said by Pope John Paul Il, the proclamation 
is done best in the context of building communities(CL 
No.26, RM No.51) 


The field which is entrusted to us to transform into the 
kingdom of God in India is a land where the seeds of The 
Word of God have already been sown.. It is a land of 
millennia of history with its philosophies , teligious 
traditions and cultural patterns.. As expressed by Vat I," 
the Spirit has been at work in all religions" And God has 
spoken to these "fathers" in various ways and at various 
times. The role of the Church in such contexts is not to 
negate any such gifts of God but to identify, appreciate and 
help develop them. The Church especially in such multi- 
cultural and multi-religious context is also to remind herself 
that she is not to be the sole agent of the kingdom but that 
the kingdom-task is something to be achieved in partnership 
with all the other actors - with all systems and persons of 
good will and in appreciation of all the positive factors 
found in these religions. 


The context in India further includes a lot of social 
ideologies , political forces and movements which at times 
represent the concerns of the kingdom better than avowed 
practitioners of religions. The context includes also the 
various social realities which have positive or otherwise 
repercussions on the kingdom process . 


The context is also one of suspicion which at times leads to 
hostile expressions regarding evangelization - a situation 
created also by our deeds. While the Church has called for 
adialogue in aspirit of understanding and appreciation, 
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certain evangelisation forces have rather harped on the 
negative. The dresses, gestures, symbolism's and rituals have 
also portrayed us as peoplealien to our own heritage. 


Our proclamation, instead of focusing on the love of the 
Father and the power and challenge to build the kingdom of 
love has tended , often enough, on chauvinist and exclusive 
lines. 


In terms of the stress on small communities, the context is 
one of enthusiasm for building Basic Christian 
Communities as is being done in some sixty four dioceses in 
India. : 


Context is also one of the various initiatives that have been 
taken in India ever since the Vat. Il. both at national and 
regional levels by way of aggiomamento. The efforts have 
been comprehensive covering various aspects of renewal and 
volumes of documents have been produced. This makes it 
easier to limit ourselves to focus on certain thrusts that call 
for special emphasis without giving the impression of 
overlooking whatever goes unsaid in this vision statement. 
Efforts will doubtlessly be taken to further implement the 
noble values and ideals regarding renewal that have been 
stressed in our earlier documents that still need to be 


realized. 


3. Implications for the three wings 


The kingdom commitment in the above context has its own 
unique bearings on the three main aspects of the Ministry of 
Word and Worship: Bible apostoiate, Catechetics and 


liturgy. 
1] 


3. 1. Bible Apostolate 


1. Bible, as it has been mentioned often recently, must be, 
"given back to communities". Instead of being absolutized as 
the book that is the source of the Word, the Bible should 
serve as an instrument meant for discerning the voice of God 
actually speaking to us in the world today. A contextualised, 
life-oriented, communitarian reading and sharing of the © 
Bible must be fostered. b. This should mean promotion of 
community reading of the Scriptures in such a way that the 
Word of God both builds community bonds and supports the 
community in its mission towards the kingdom. 


2. The Bible should be presented Jess as another intellectual 
or memory testing exercise or as a matter for merely 
ritualistic reading in liturgical assemblies but more as the 
living Word to the living communities in the midst of their 
life struggles of life. 


3. Especially in the background of the preferential option of 
the Lord for the Anawim, special efforts should be made to 
promote community liberative reading of the Scriptures by 
the poor. (i) 


4. As done in countries where basic communities are 
functioning, the Scripture reading by the people should pave 
way for a kind of theologizing from below. 


5. Efforts also should be made to bring the various arts and 
cultural forms where, in addition to written forms, the 
Word of God will come alive and be experienced at the 
levels even of the subconscious. 
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1. 


The Word of God that comes in words of human beings 


takes manifold linguistic and cultural forms. Especially in 
India, given the vast variety of languages and cultures that 
change from region to region, this would mean that the 
efforts of transmitting the word of the Lord should take into 
account regional lingual and cultural expressions that are to 
carry the message. Creativity should thus be encouraged at 
various regional levels. 


3.2. Catechetics 


L. 


Catechetics , more than being the transmission of 
doctrinal formulas, should take the nature of the 
communities’ search for responses in line with Good 
News of the Lord and its commitment to the kingdom. 


Communitarian aspect of catechetics would need to be 
further stressed.(ii) - 


Basic Christian Communities or Small Faith 
Communities should be the privileged fora for 
catechesis. 


Especially in view of adult catechesis , community 
catechesis should be the most preferred approach. 


Special community-based catechetical sessions or 
Structured exercises required for catechesis in 
communities should be developed accordingly. 


Various cultural and media forms could be made use to 
make such community-catechesis sessions appealing to 
the psyche of the people. 
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3.3. Liturgy 


a) 


b) 


c) 


d) 


€) 


As_ celebrations take place best in the context of 
strengthened relationships, efforts must be taken to 
ensure that community building is seen as a prerequisite 
for liturgical celebrations. (iii) 


As the strength and feel of relationships tend to’ 
evaporate when spread too thin into big gatherings , the 
preference should be for celebrations in small 
communities that are sizable enough for people to relate 
sto feel together, and to concretely express their concerns 
for one another.(iv) 


Liturgies in small communities can also be an effective 
means to link liturgy to life.(v) 


The pedagogical role of liturgy too gets better attended 
in such small communities where people knowing fully 
the contexts of each other reflects:on the challenges the 
Word gives. Such contextualisation paves way for @ 
situation where people are not just beneficiaries and 
objects but co-agents and participants. 


The Ministry of the Word and Worship takes place in 
the situation of plurality of religions and in the midst of 
rich cultural traditions. This calls for the integration of 
whatever is "noble and good and human" in our cultures 
and whatever was a spiritual gift entrusted to our 
forefathers of various religions, in the symbolism's and 
content of the liturgy. Communities at the base will find 
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a) 


themselves best equipped to adopt whatever is suitable 
in local cultures and religions. 


Celebrations in such small communities will require new 
types of liturgical animators who could be trained to 
ensure participation, creativity and growth in the bonds 
of relationships and commitment. 


2. Especially when it comes to the celebration of sacraments, 


a) 


b) 


c) 


small ecclesial communities can add further content and 
meaning: 


Baptism , for example, instead of being an individual 
ceremony or being conducted in a big congregation, 
could be a more tangible way of welcoming new 
members in a Church-community , when celebrated 
meaningfully with adequate formation in small 
communities. 


In the same way preparatory sessions for Confirmation 
done in small communities can help to increase the 
commitment level of Christians in general and be an 
opportunity to search for adequate responses to the way 
of living the commitments. 


Especially the Eucharist becomes more meaningful as 
celebration of the body of Christ when celebrated in 
communities where people can experience living and 
acting as a body. 
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b) Bigger celebrations in the parishes can also be the richer 
when small communities do the required preparation . 


c) The celebration of reconciliation done in small 
communities can not only lead to concrete expressions 
of peace- making among themselves in addition to 
reconciling with God, but also can help to identify as a 
community the causes for division at micro and macro 
levels and do something about them. 


4. Conclusion 


Seen in the above contexts, the Commission for the 
Ministry of Word and Worship, represented by the three 
concems of the Bible, Catechetics and Liturgy call for new 
ministries with wider involvement -by the people of God. 
When the emphasis shifts, for example, from the model of an 
individual minister reaching out to congregations that ended 
up often as anonymous crowds, to the model of communion 
of communities, each small community will need its own 
ministers, who represents the various "gifts" or "charisms" 
in the Body as illustrated by St.Paul in his letter to the 
Corinthians. There new ministries, in the context of the new 
challenges of our times need to be identified and promoted. 
Accordingly, the ministries like the ministries of 
community building, liturgical animation, reconciliation, 
prayer, care of the sick, inculturation, inter-religious 
dialogue, etc. - need to be trained and commissioned. Such 
tasks might seem immense. But there is no other choice if 
the vision of " To the Kingdom through communities " is to 
be realized. 


Foot notes: 


(i) Basic Christian Communities could be the fora where the Word of 
God is listened to in common, reflected over in common and decisions 
are made accordingly to effect the necessary transforming processes. The 
poor who come together in their communities, like the poor in the time of 
the Lord, to whom the good news was brought, and who seemed to 
understand the secrets of the kingdom more than the learned and the 
wise, having so to say nothing to lose, will be able to better understand 
the challenges of the kingdom, while the rich and the powerful, with their 
self-centered concerns - like the thorns in the parable of the seed - will 
choke the freshness of the message. As we know when the poor in the 
basic communities in countries of Latin America listened and reflected on 
the Gospel, they came with radically new and refreshing insights, 

- overlooked by the traditional scholars. From such reflections of people 
from below, new calls and challenges will emerge that will serve as a 
leaven in wide mass of community. 


(ii) Community here becomes a pedagogue by the very fact of being a 
community. In communities that listen to the Word of God, relate to the 
contexts of their realities, decide on responses , the very responsive action 
becomes formative. This formation-through - action gets further 
strengthened by the relational challenges of the community itself . For " 
to be" as Gabriel Marcel put it, is "to be for". That means to be related 

It is relations that make us what we are and thus define our being. And 
communities by offering the scope and challenge of relational responses 
makes better persons, persons reaching towards the fullness of 


personhood of Jesus. 


Catechetics, thus given in the context of communities, is more formative 
than otherwise. The implications lead once again to stress the value of the 
basic communities where people come together, reflect together , respond 
together and relate together. We would thus need special emphasis on 
communitarian Catechetics . Especially when it comes to the adults, the 
basic Christian communities could be the non-formal fora of Catechetics. 
The communities, it must be stressed , are not to be focused on 
themselves. They are rather to be, as Church itself is , an other-centered 
community, a community that lays down, even as the Master did, its life 
for the salvation of the world 
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(iii, iv, v) It is time again to stress once more on an essential aspect that 
gets overlooked while discussing liturgical requirements. That is, the 
communitarian aspect of Liturgy. Liturgy being a celebration has 
relational or community dimensions. As someone said, 'you cannot clap 
with one hand’ and normally a celebration means more than an individual. 
The woman who found the lost coin expresses the natural urge to 
celebrate when she calls out the others to join in her joy . Such 
celebrations are only joyful to the extent of the strength of relationship 
that is already there and the celebration is to further strengthen the 
existing relationships. The Father, as expressed in the third canon of the 
Mass, continues to gather a people unto Himself so that a perfect offering 
be made. And the perfect offering is only the body of the faithful - the 
coming together in unity - which becomes the body of Christ. 


The Eucharistic celebration in the sacramental symbols is the occasion 
whereby the body of the faithful remind themselves that they themselves 
are the body wherein Jesus’ mission is continued and through which Jesus 
continues to die and rise , giving himself to others in the services and 
sacrifices of the members of the body. 


Especially as regards Eucharistic celebrations, it would need to be 
clarified that people remaining merely individuals can only be the 
isolated organs of a body and not the body and that as long as people are 
not made into a body, the mystery of the body of Christ cannot be 
experienced and celebrated. 


CONCERNS IN 


BIBLICAL APOSTOLATE 


The following are excerpts from the various national 
consultations and seminars held in India on Biblica! 
Apostolate 


Regional Commission/Centre 


We recommend that a Commission and/or a Centre be set up 
in every region to be responsible for the biblical apostolate. 
For these Commissions/Centres the following objectives are 


outlined: 


translations 

creating awareness of the importance of the Bible 
among the people 

celebration of the 'Bible Day’, ‘Bible Week' 

short seminars in various places for this purpose 
aids to improve homilies 

biblical catechesis in schools 

popular means of communication. 

bible correspondence courses on a regional level, 
in the regional language(s) for various categories 
of the people 

publication of Biblical Services 

a regional newsletter on attempts being made in 
the region in the biblical apostolate. 
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regional consultation to evaluate the work being 
done 

production of wall posters. 

lectionary in every language 

syllabus and textbooks for study of Bible in 
novitiates & juniorates 

ensuring every priest in pastoral work undergoes 
a spirituality-oriented biblical renewal seminar 
biblical revision of traditional prayer books and 
hymnals, and popular devotions 

introduction of biblical forms of prayer 
specialised training of Sisters for the biblical 
apostolate 

training of teachers in schools; promoting lay 
leadership in the biblical apostolate 

publication of Bible commentaries and articles 
distribution of Bible: target : 'One New Testament 
for every literate family' 

radio programmes, audio-visual aids, tapes: 
dramas, etc. 

organization of Regional Bible Association 


Putting the Gospel message into songs. - 
(1 All India Biblical Meeting - 19 3) 


Teachers to be trained to use the new bible-based 
series of Catechisms and Catechists to be given 4 
special action-oriented training in the use of the 
Bible. 

The Bible message to reach also the rural 
illiterate people. 

Bible Seminars to be conducted at vicariate 0 
parish Centres. 


— Simple Bible Commentaries and helps for 
homilies to be prepared for village catechests. 

- Seminary-teaching of Scripture to be able to 
prepare capable ministers of the Word, who 
would be inspired to preach even briefly at daily 
readings. 

- The Bible Apostolate to enter the field of mass 
media : ¢.g. the production of biblical feature 
films should be envisaged. 

- Bible reading notes to be prepared by scholars 
and to be adapted to local needs; this project to 


be open for inter-confessional collaboration. 
(11 AIBM - 1975) 


Sub-Commissions 


Nine sub-commissions to be set up to study the following 
areas and to make proposals for the consideration and action 
of the Commission: (i) Translation; (ii) Bible and Liturgy; 
(iii) Bible and Catechetics; (iv) Bible Study aids and 
Communication Media; (v) Bible Correspondence course: 
(vi) Biblical Formation of Religious sisters; (vii) Biblical 
Spirituality (viii) Biblical Institute; (ix) Bible to the 
illiterate, 

(1 AIBM - 1973) 
Bible as Mass Movement 


Biblical Apostolate should become a mass movement. 
Therefore Bible Associations should be formed at the Parish 
level, 

(11 AIBM - 1975) 
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The biblical apostolate should be made a mass movement 
through the formation of Bible Associations wherever 
feasible or gearing the existing organizations towards this 
apostolate. This will also help family prayer and popular 


devotions. 
(III AIBM - 1977) 


A great means to unite all Christians in gratitude for God's 
Word is the celebration of an annual ‘Bible Sunday’. such a 
celebration should be organised in every parish and 
institution. It will also be a special occasion to contribute 
generously for the spreading of the Good News through the 


Scriptures. 
(I AIBM - 1975) 


One Sunday/one week in the year to be set aside exclusively 
for making the people aware of the importance of the Bible 
in their lives. It could be held on a national level preferably 


together with the Bible Society of India. 
(II AIBM - 1977) 


Priests and Religious 


Biblical Seminars for priests, religious and lay people to be 
organised at Diocesan, Regional and National levels. 


Biblical renewal seminars to be held for priests and courses 
and seminars to be conducted for Religious as they are the 
main animators of the Christian community. There should 
also be training courses for lay teachers and animators at 


diocesan or zonal levels 2 
(UI AIBM - 1977) 


mm 
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Religious and the Bible 


In view of the vast potentiality of Religions Sisters in our 
Country and the effectiveness of their services, major 
superiors and local superiors of women religious are 
Tequested to set apart at least one or two sisters for Bible 


Apostolate. 
(II AIBM - 1975) 


Lay Animators 


Lay animators are to be identified and recognized, and 
special training be imparted to them. They, in tum will 
undertake the Biblical apostolate in the family, among the 
youth, etc. In all these training programmes special attention 
should be paid to the all-round liberation of man. 


This orientation should guide the selection of themes for 
Bible festivals, Bible Sundays, Biblical apostolate through 


art-forms, etc. 
(IV AIBM - 1980) 


Bible in Family 


Bible enthronement in families 
(II AIBM - 1977) 


Similarly in keeping with the theme of this Consultation, (IV 
AIBM), 'Bible in the Family and Family in the Bible’ families 
Should be helped to make the liberating Word of God the 
Source of their life, challenging them and leading them to a 


More authentic living of the gospel values. 
(IV AIBM - 1980) 
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Bible in Prayer and Devotions 


Promotion of the Bible in popular forms of prayer 
(III AIBM - 1977) 


The worship and life of the Church is being nourished by the 
Holy Scriptures. The Bible should pervade all forms of 
prayer and devotion and thus imbue the believing 


community with the powerful presence of the Spirit. 
(11 AIBM - 1975) 


Bible and Audio -visuals 


As far as possible audio-visual aids must be made use of in 
proclaiming the Word of God. This is an effective means 1n 
reaching out to people, especially the illiterate. Mobile units 


may be set up as an additional help. 
(III AIBM - 1977) 


The Biblical Apostolate should be directed to the illiterate, 
especially through mass media at art-forms in keeping with 
their culture and tradition. The Good News should be so 
proclaimed as to enable them to become agents of their ow" 


iberation 
libe (av AIBM - 1980) 


Inter Confessional Translations 


ed zed 
Inter- confessional translations of the Bible in recogn'2 
languages and according to the need to be undertaken. 
Translators’ Institute to be organized 7) 
(1 AIBM - 19 
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Inculturation and Inter - Religious Dialogue 


Biblical Apostolate among followers of other religions 
should recognize the hidden presence of the word in their 
cultural and religious traditions. We should be open to its 
inspiration and challenges. This calls for the inculturation of 
the biblical message and inter-religious dialogue. 

(IV AIBM - 1980) 


Dialogue between Bible Groups and Activists 


In order to facilitate inter-action and mutual challenge, 
dialogue should be promoted between groups for Bible Study 
and prayer and groups engaged in conscientization and 


mobilisation of the oppressed. 
(IV AIBM - 1980) 


The realization of this new orientation demands that the 
biblical movement be animated by individuals and groups 
involved in the struggles of life. It needs to a movement of 
the people, a mass movement. It is, therefore, of paramount 
importance to involve as many lay people as possible as 
leaders of the biblical movement at all levels. Training of 
lay leaders imbued with the spirit of the Good News, 


Committed to the cause of the poor is to be a priority. 
(IV AIBM - 1980) 


Indian Social Context 


It is necessary that Bible teaching in seminaries and 
elsewhere be situated in the Indian social context making use 


of data of scientific social analysis. 
(IV AIBM - 1980) 
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CONCERNS IN 
LITURGY 


Priority of the Concern 


This conference solemnly declares it the pastoral policy of 
the Church in India to place the Liturgical and Catechetical 
apostolate at the very centre of its activities, giving them 
prime importance in its cares and pre-occupations. Thus 
only will all the efforts to better the social and cultural 
conditions of men, and the dialogue with all those who do 
not as yet belong fully to the People of God, find in the 
mystery of Christ both ‘the source and the goal’ of their 
efficiency. 


Therefore, in the planning of the apostolate and in the 
distribution of tasks among their helpers, the Ordinaries will 
take special care to afford ample opportunities ° 
preparation, time and other means to those who, according t0 
pontifical and Council documents, must be-entrusted wit 
the organization of the liturgical apostolate in the diocese. 


al means ought 
on a 
t in 


Finally, and for the same reasons, no materi 
to be over-looked, which are necessary for fostering, 
solid basis, the Liturgical and Catechetical Movemen 


India. 


Regional Liturgical Commission 
Functions: 


To gather and spread (mainly through Regional or Diocesan 
Directors) documents from abroad: 


To plan and study, under the authority of the Chairman of 
the Commission the various possibilities of implementing 
the mind of the Council regarding liturgical and Catechetical 
life and apostolate; 

: (Plenary Assembly of CBCI - 1966) 


Where they are not yet existing, regional liturgical 
commissions should be constituted, and they should meet at 
least once a year. The appointment of a full-time secretary 
for liturgy, at least on the regional level, is strongly urged 

(Ist All India Liturgical Meenng - 1968) 


Diocesan Liturgical Commission 


Every diocese should have an active and effective liturgical 
Commission with a dynamic secretary. Together with the 
chief liturgist, the bishop, this commission should promote 
the Vatican II, liturgical renewal in all parishes and 
Mstitutions of the diocese. 


The liturgical commission should see to it that periodically 


liturgical courses for all pastors are conducted in the diocese 
and recommend liturgical courses and seminars elsewhere. 
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The commission should also help pastors to assess their 
priorities, and evaluate the liturgical life in their parish and 
their own liturgical performance. 


It is also responsible for the regular publication of liturgical 
matters in the diocesan bulletin. 


A mobile diocesan liturgical team should go from parish to 
parish, especially in the weekends and help parish liturgical 
teams and animators organise and animate the parish 


liturgies. 
(VII AILM - 1986) 


The diocesan Liturgical Commission should make a yearly 
evaluation of the Liturgical celebrations in the diocese. In 
the light of this, long term and short term planning should be 


undertaken. 
(VIII AILM - 1988) 


Apart from this, each diocese should have a Liturgical 
Commission and the latter should meet at least twice a year. 
The role of this commission is to implement the Constitution 
and Instructions on the Liturgy and decrees of the National 


and Regional Conference of Bishops. 
(1 AILM - 1968) 


Liturgical teams in parishes 


Every parish should have at least one liturgical team; some 
religious residing in the parish should also be part of the 


team 


The parish liturgical team together with the pastor(s) should 
plan and prepare the parish liturgical services. 

As soon as possible every parish should also have a trained 
lay liturgical animator who animates and guides the team. 


Every parish liturgical team should receive a basic liturgical 
initiation and then receive regularly on-going formation. 


This on-going formation may be partly done by the parish 
team itself, for example, by studying the relevant liturgical 
documents and other liturgical literature and partly by the 
diocesan/liturgical animation teams; their regular formation 
to the parish teams. 


The parish liturgical teams (PLT) of a diocese should meet at 


least once a year. 
(VII AILM - 1986) 


The PLT consists of a group of parishioners who, under the 
direction of the Parish Council, if there is one, promotes 
active participation of the faithful in the liturgy by 
Coordinating their distinct liturgical roles. 


The roles of the ream are : to plan, prepare, celebrate and to 
evaluate the liturgical celebrations in collaboration with the 
Parish Priest. 


Planning : Liturgical planning goes beyond ceremonial 
elements. It calls for the exercise of Creativity in the 
Composition of a relevant celebration. This is either a long 
term (for the whole liturgical year) or a short term (for the 
week, especially for Sundays and Feast days) task. 
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Preparing : This implies reading and reflecting on the 
liturgical text and looking into all the elements of the 
celebration so as to discover concrete ways and ,means to 
celebrate the liturgy in a creative and meaningful manner. 
allocation of different functions to different people in the 
community, such as readers, proposers of intentions in the 
General Intercessions, participants in the  offertory 
procession etc., forms part of the task of the PLT. 


Celebrating : The members of the Liturgical Team see to tt 
that the celebration which has been planned and prepared Is 
conducted and participated in by all the community so 4 fo 
make the celebration effective and fruitful. 


Evaluating : The PLT meets during the week after . 
liturgical celebration in order to evaluate it in terms 
meaningfulness, relevance, participation etc.. wit die 1988) 


fn 
Membership : Membership in the Team could be based 


two criteria. Ex-officio members would be selected 0" 

basis of their direct involvement in the liturgy. the 
members are the Parish Priest, the Lector, the Cantor, : 
Acolyte and others like the Ushers, the Sacrisan i 
Besides these, members could be chosen on represen se 
basis from various groups that are active in the paris™ ns 
could be members from youth groups, pious aeeee 


etc... 3) 
(vill AILM - 198 
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Liturgical Formation of Priests 


The rapid changes in the liturgical life of the Church, both in 
its perspective and in its forms of worship, have caught the 
vast majority of the clergy unprepared. This is mainly due to 
the absence of liturgical initiation in their formation, and 
their total absorption in other preoccupations. Their 
attachment to the established forms of worship has often 
impeded openness to the meaning and purpose of the 
Liturgical renewal, 

(1 AILM - 1968) 


It is strongly recommended that intensive training 
Programmes should be organized for alk pastors engaged in 
active ministry, since according to the Constitution on the 
Liturgy, full participation of all the people will not be 
achieved "unless the pastors themselves, in the first place, 
become thoroughly imbued with the spirit and power of the 
liturgy, and become masters in it" (S.C, No. 14). They 
should be mediators of God-experience to their people. In 
order to achieve this it is imperative that the pastors 
themselves be men of prayer. , 

(lv AILM - 1973) 


If the liturgical renewal is to fulfill its aim, the clergy should 

ully shoulder the responsibility of initiating the faithful into 

4 Christian life, that is nourished by and leads to the Liturgy, 
ENCE it is imperative that the clergy be given a solid 
turgical formation in accordance with the Roman 
°cuments on the Liturgy. The following concrete means, 
“ch are already in use to some extent, are proposed for 
Ider adoption, 
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Liturgical and Catechetical Seminars should be organised for 
priests. 


In retreats and monthly or bi-monthly conferences, Liturgical 
documents should be studied, and ways and means for their 
implementation devised and urged. 


Information-circulars should be issued to acquaint them with 
new documents and their commentaries and to supply them 
with directives which will help them to introduce the 
reforms to the faithful and to execute them with full pastoral 
effectiveness. 

(I AILM - 1968) 
That special, preferably in-service, training be provided to 
those exercising the ministry of leadership. 

(VI AILM - 1983) 
Undertake a programme of formation for priests, religious 
and laity, in accordance with the suggestions indicated. 
Provide the tests and clarifications of the Roman 
Documents; 


Make available to the Clergy and laity directly or indirectly, 
liturgical books and other liturgical literature (especially in 
the vernacular), music compositions and guide lines on 
Sacred Arts; 


Issue, if possible, a regular bulletin with concrete and 
practical directives. Organise short seminars for the oie 
religious and lay people. In these seminars they should ge 
down to concrete problems, reflection on them and cleat 


solutions. , 
(1 ALM - 1968 


Liturgical Formation of Seminarians 


A pastorally oriented liturgical formation of seminarians is 
indispensable for the future of the Liturgical renewal. 
Therefore the authorities of the Seminaries are requested to 
acquaint the students as fully as possible with their 
Tespective vernacular liturgy, which is to be adapted to the 
needs of the Indian soul. It is desirable that the whole 
seminary staff take interest and participate in the renewed 
liturgy. 

(I AILM - 1968) 
While it was noted with gratitude that liturgical training in 
most seminaries has been updated, this still needs to be 
complemented by guided pastoral experience, 

(V AILM - 1976) 
Both Seminarians and Priests must be trained to be not 
Merely performs of ritual actions and administers of 
Sacraments, but facilitators and animators of a community 
celebrating their life events in and through liturgy. 


For this they must be taught and trained in the dynamics and 
Processes of change. 


Most of all, they must be helped to an understanding of 
Liturgy which recognizes each celebration as a new and 
unique offer of salvation to all those who take part in it with 
ull faith, love and hope, thereby bringing the celebrating 
community one step nearer to their final salvation. 


For this Treason, each Seminary and Religious House of 
'Ormation urgently needs a qualified Liturgical Animator 


Cc * : 
‘pable of training future animators. 
(Meeting of the CCBI Commission for Liturgy ~ 1990) 
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a: 


Every seminary should have a properly qualified, resident 
professor of liturgy (SC 15) 


Liturgy must be treated as one of the major subjects (SC 16) 
and attention must be paid to the inter-deciplinary approach 


to it. 


The liturgical celebrations in the seminary should be 
carefully planned and prepared, and express creatively the 
faith commitment of the seminary community in interaction 
with the future of the seminarians and their mission in the 
world. . 

"It AIM - 1986) 


Animation of Religious Communities 


To ensure truly experiential liturgies in all religious 
communities priority should be given to the training of at 
least one trained liturgical animator for every community, !" 


particular for the houses of formation. 
(VII AILM- I 986) 


Liturgical Formation of the Laity 


Parallely, the formation of the laity in the liturgy should be 
taken up with seriousness and perseverance. In every 
instance, no liturgical change should be introduced without 
prior explanation and initiation (Eg. Instructions of 1964 and 
1967). 


(1 AlLM - 1968) 


Liturgy at the parish level demands the instruction and 
formation of lay-leaders. This can be done at region4 
centres or through diocesan programmes. These people “! 
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be able to assist their pastors in educating the entire parish 
community especially thrcugh a meaningful celebration of 
the Eucharist and the sacraments. The implementation of 
the new rites should be preceded by sufficiently thorough 
instruction : every new symbol, change of posture and new 
texts need to be explained from the point of view of the 
laymen themselves. 

(V AILM - 1976) 


That for each community, especially for those without a 
resident priest, lay lectors and acolytes be duly trained and 
instituted and thus be entrusted with the responsibility to 
Care for the Word and the Eucharist in these communities. 

(WV AILM - 1973) 


Liturgical animation of faith communities 


A parish may be divided into neighbourhood groups or 
Sectors; all groups will have their own leaders; they may 
gradually be prepares for being installed as lay ministers. 


These leaders will serve as the contact persons between the 
Pastors and the groups in the parish. 


Parish problems may be taken up and studied by these 
fToups, where all know one another, faith reflection and 


Community prayer should form an integral part of such 
Meetings, 


These groups may regularly celebrate the Eucharist in their 
Own locality according to their particular wishes and needs; 
or €xample, children’s mass, family mass, a mass in a 
Particular rite. 


35 


We wish that the bishop does not only visit the parish centre 
and church, but also these (neighbourhood) groups. 


Liturgical catechesis needs to be given due priority, not only 
for children but also for adults. In order to achieve this, 
catechists must receive adequate formation. . Special 
attention should be given to the pre-baptismal catechesis of 
parents and the preparation for the community celebration of 
the sacrament of reconciliation. The meetings of parish 
associations and movements may also be fruitful occasions 
for liturgical catechesis. 


Pastors may take it a point to meet their parishioners 
immediately after the liturgical services; it continues the 
community building at an informal level. 


Pastors should prepare their homilies very carefully. 
consultation of lay people and collaboration with 
neighbouring pastors may help to make the homilies 
creative, life-oriented and relevant. 


Formation of the Celebrating Community 


A process of continual formation of all participants in the 


liturgy is indispensable if we want to build up a people's 
liturgy. 

(vit AILM - 1988) 
Liturgy and Basic Communities 


This programme of renewal calls for an integral approach 
which, through an adequate and effective formation will leac 
the people to involve themselves in the building up of the 
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community through creative expression in relevant forms of 
life, witness, worship and action, exploiting the riches 
contained in the Word of God and Christian tradition. 
"Progressively rooted in local culture and inspired by the 
profound spiritual heritage of India". - 


The people are the focus and the agents of this renewal, 
which would emerge out of their life-situations, speak their 
language, take into account their needs and aspirations, 
evoke, animate and guide their creativity and transform their 
lives individually and in community. 


This project for renewal calls for appropriate structures in 
the Church. These new structures emerge from the new 
vision of the Church as the People of God, open to and 
active in the world, building up a new humanity, encouraged 
and guided by the serving leadership of their pastors, who 
discern and respect of the various charisma which are God's 
gift to his people. 


Though we have to start with existing structures, 
transcending our traditional image of Church organization, 
we must think of communities of faith at the grassroots, 
Gathered round the Eucharist, listening to the Spirit, 
teflecting together on the Word in their life-situation, 
Teading the signs of the times, aware of their mission to the 
World and involved in the struggles of the people seeking a 
fuller human life. 


Such Communities have to be helped to grow beyond their 
ne and communal divisions, built up by systematic, 
quate and relevant programmes of f aith-formation that 


mn NCH 
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takes account not only of the spirit but of the whole man and 
initiated to create means of expression and communication, 
not neglecting its popular dimension. 


These grass root communities demand a new type of 
community leadership, consisting of various recognized 
ministers, religious and lay. The pastor will be a co- 
ordinator, respectful of the various charisms, experiencing 
and exercising authority as service, involved with the people 
in their struggles and open to the creative possibilities of the 


future. 
(VI ALLM - 1983) 


Promotion of a liturgical spirituality in all parish 
communities through systematic and on-going liturgical 
catechesis. 


Family catechesis geared towards a meaningful celebration 
of the sacraments, particularly when members of the family 


receive these sacraments. 


Establishment and animation of prayer and gospel sharing 
groups and small Christian communities, leading out 
families into a liturgical experience of genuine communtty 


through celebrations in their neighbourhood. 


(Meeting of the CCBI Commission for Liturgy - 1990) 


Basic Christian and Human Communities 


To build up more authentic Community through te A 
an excellent means is the constitution of wee 
ity W 


Christian/human communities. Each such commun 
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consist of twenty five families. The average parish will have 
many such communities, which will make of it a 


"communion of communities". 
(VII AILM - 1988) 


Lay Liturgical Ministers 


Lectors : Their task is to proclaim the Word of God 
intelligibly, meaningfully and prayerfully to the liturgical 
assembly, In view of this, they have to acquire a deeper 
knowledge of the Scriptures. They have also the task of 
Preparing others for the same function. 


Acolytes : Their duty is to attend to the service of the altar 
and to assist the priest or the deacon. They can distribute 
Communion when there is a need. 


Liturgical Catechists : Their duty is to help the community 
Participate intelligibly at the celebration. Thev do this 


ara commentaries and reflections during the liturgy 
Itself. 


Psalmists : Their task is to lead responsorial psalm either by 
Singing or by reciting it. 


Ministers of Holy Communion : Their function is to 
‘Stribute Communion at liturgical functions. They carry 
°mmunion to the sick according to the prescribed manner. 


rant Services > such as assembly guides, agents of 
tine healers, artists etc., might eventually become 
miinisisies The liturgical formation of lay liturgical 

'€s implied studying and reflecting on the Word of 
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God, reading and discussing liturgical documents and 
publications; learning how to discern and bring to the 
celebration the aspirations, struggles and concerns of the 


community. 
(VII AILM - 1988) 


Training Lay ministers 


All those who already render liturgical services should 
receive adequate training and formation. 


Pastoral Councils should seriously study the possibility and 
need for the ordination of married deacons. 


Pastoral Council should also create possibilities to install at 
least part-time lay ministers. 


The diocesan liturgical team should see that the lay liturgical 
ministers regularly attend the recollections and study 
sessions organised for them. 


Voice-training and reading techniques should be given to all 
the lectors. 


Bible study should be a part of the on-going formation which 
acolytes, lectors, ushers, singers and those who render 
liturgical services should regularly receive. 


More competent lay men and women should be invited [0 
the All-India Liturgical Meeting; they may be designated by 


the Regional Liturgical Commissions. 
(VIL AILM - 1980) 
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Women and Liturgical Ministries 

We should make serious efforts to avoid sexist language in 
liturgical texts. Although the present discipline of the 
Church reserves the institution to the ministries of reader and 
acolyte to men(’) we should extent the training and 
formation for liturgical services and ministries also to 
women and pave the way for their installation in all lay 
ministries on an equal footing with men(*) 


Women, in particular, religious women, should be 
encouraged to make academic studies in liturgy in order to 
be qualified to exercise leadership at the national, regional, 


Provincial, diocesan and parochial level. 
(VII AILM - 1986) 


Permanent Dioconate 


Concrete steps to be taken to establish the permanent 
loconate in India, so that the benefit of all the services 
enumerated in IG n.29 may be made available to all those 


Who are in need of them. 
(1V AILM - 1973) 


Pastoral Liturgy at Parish Level 


It was agreed that while encouragement and leadership are to 
€ looked for from our bishops at the national and regional 
levels, efforts for liturgical renewal for the next three years 
should be concentrated on the revitalization of the local 


Church, especially at the level of the parish. 
(V AILM - 1976) 
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Life - Oriented Homilies 


A renewed liturgy calls for the ministry of the word in all its 
forms. The celebration of the Word of God, which so far has 
been very inadequate, should be made more effective both 
by better proclamation and life-oriented homilies. Pastors 
should be updated in the art of preaching. They should not 
only convey the ideas contained in the readings, but should 
make the act of proclamation an event of revelation for the 
community that is present. This would call for the 
preparation of homilies not only with the aid of Scripture 
commentaiies, but also with a deeper awareness of the life- 


situation of the people. 
(V AILM - 1976) 


Celebration of the sacrament of reconciliation: 


The immense treasures of renewal contained in the new rite 
of the sacrament of penance especially in the form of @ 
community celebration have not yet been discovered by the 
vast majority of ou: people and even of our priests. We urge 
that our bishops treat the implementation of the new rite as @ 
priority, and prepare their pastors and people for a fruitful 
celebration of this sacrament. this will change the face of 
the local churches and make their Christian communities 
truer witnesses of the healing power and the joy of the Risen 


Christ. 
(© AILM - 1976) 


Divine Office in Indian Languages 


The use of the vernacular in the office by the religious 


The popular celebration of Lauds, Vespers and Compline, 


([AILM - 1968) 
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In order that the liturgy of the hours be made available not 
only to the clergy but to all the faithful, effective measures 
should be taken to provide translations of the same in the 


Indian languages without delay. 
AV AILM - 1973) 


Liturgy for Youth Special groups: 


The need for a liturgy that is relevant is especially felt by the 
youth of today. The new rites and the accompanying 
instructions (e.g. Directory for Children's Mass, Instruction 
for Message at special gatherings) offer ample scope for 
satisfying this exigency. They provide a wide range of 
possibilities for adapting the texts and rites. For our Indian 
youth this would imply also adopting elements from their 
culture and tradition. This makes it important that our young 
people be guided into the discovery of all that is good, true 
and beautiful in the cultures and religious heritage of India 
(NA 2a, SC 37, AG 22c, 18). These group liturgies are a 
powerful means for building up Christian communities, not 
only for the youth, but also for the other sections of the 
parish. another way of integrating and life is by celebrating 


neighbourhood masses, especially in city parishes. 
(V AILM - 1976) 


Use of Indian Scriptures 


In view of the need to educate all section of the Christian 
community with regard to the right approach to the religious 
heritage of our country, we recommend that the use of Indian 
scriptures: 

Be positively encouraged and fostered in_para-liturgical 
services; 
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Be allowed for optional use in the liturgy of the hours; 


Be permitted in experimentation centres for use in the liturgy 


of the Word. 
(IV AILM - 1973) 


Popular Devotions and Festivals 


A serious and renewed effort needs to be made to inculturate 
life and worship with special attention to sacraments, 
sacramentals, popular devotions and festivals. In view of 
this a serious study, both at the national and at the regional 
levels, of popular devotions and religious festivals must be 
undertaken as soon as possible. a dialogue between groups 
with differing views on inculturation should also be 


facilitated. 
(VI AILM - 1983) 


Inculturation and Adaptation 


e trained for 


That the Clergy, the Religious and the Laity b 
| levels. 


the task of inculturation by special teams at regiona 


more 
the 
fin 


The regional liturgical commission should take Up 
seriously the call to create authentic Indian liturgies in 
cultural contexts in which the various communities 


themselves. 
(VIL AILM - 1988) 


, : ad at 
Inter-faith prayer groups and celebrations to be promoted a 
parish, diocesan, regional levels. 
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The area of inculturation and adaptation, through study of 
’ penitential practices, marriage customs and funeral rites, art 
and music within the cultural and traditional communities. 
These call for a great variety of celebrations of liturgy and 


festivals of the people. P 
(Meeting of the CCBI Commission for Liturgy - 1990) 


Liturgical Experimentation 


In order to arrive at a liturgy that is creative and relevant to 
the lives of the people to is imperative that : 


Liturgical teams, when planning, preparing and celebrating 
the liturgy should feel to seek out ways and means of 
creatively communicating the central message of the 
celebration, aware that too many constricting guidelines 
cannot precede meaningful experimentation. 


To be able to fulfill this role, the members of the Liturgical 
team should be helped to be acquainted with the Spirit that 
underlies various liturgical norms. 


As far as possible, experimentation of a serious nature 
should be first restricted to small and homogeneous groups. 
All experiments should be understood as such by the 
Congregation and opportunities should be provided for 


€veryone to give his/her evaluation. 
(IIT AILM - 1988) 
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Vision : 


Policy : 


CONCERNS IN 
CATECHETICS 


Formation and increased enrichment of the 
Christian community by Catechetical renewal 
to make it a living. witnessing, missionary 
community, radically committed to its 
responsibilities to men and society. 


Conscientization at all levels and continued 
Catechetical renewal involving as many as 
possible, to extend to all dimensions of the 
local Church institutions, parishes, villages, 
with special emphasis on parish and home 
catechesis, adult and youth catechesis, while 


intensifying school catechesis. 
(III rd All India Catechetical Meeting - 1973) 


Five priorities 


The first area of concern is adults who have been largely 
neglected until today. A fact that has grown clear within the 
past few decades is that Adult Catechesis is the chief form of 


Catechesis. 


The second area of concern is the catholic youth of India, the 
hope of tomorrow. 
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The third area of concern is the content of catechesis: the 
full proclamation of the Paschal-Good News. 


The fourth area of concern is the context of our catechesis, 
viz. the Socio-economic and Cultural - religious dimension 
of India. 


The fifth area of concem is the formation or training of 
catechists, by they bishops clergy, religious or laity so that 
they may be truly Christian prophets, faithful to Christ's 
Spirit, to his church, and to the urgent needs and aspirations 
of India. 

(IV AICM - 1976) 
Content of Catechesis 


Adult catechesis must be a faith-reflection by the 


community, as in basic communities, on what happens in 
their life. 


An attitude of search must permeate; Analysis of reality 
should be part of the faith-reflection. The praxis of the 
Mstitutions are to be analysed to ensure that doctrine and 
Praxis correspond. 


Catechesis should not shy away from real problems, of 
Modern man. 


Catechetical formation should lead to liturgical formation 
and involvement in life in its various aspects. 


Understanding and appreciation of other Christian 


eerie and other faiths and the cultural heritage of our 
n 
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Above all and in all, God-experience and Christ-experience. 
(IV AICM - 1976) 


Integrating formal and informal Catechetics. . 
(IL AICM - 1973) 


The Context of Catechesis 


We are in a country of oppression, exploitation and poverty. 
The catechesis of the underprivileged ought to be a 
"liberating Catechetical apostolate". 


Our cultural heritage to be incorporated. 


The place of catechumenal catechesis in our ‘missionary’ 
situations. 


Catechesis has to be a communication of God-experiences. 
The need for centres according to Indian traditions, where 
people may find an atmosphere conducive to deep prayer 


and God-experience. 
(IV AICM - 1976) 


Means and Methods 


The existing associations/organizations are to be enlivened 
and be geared to promote adult catechesis; 


Preaching of missions in preparation for Feasts be utilised 
for adult catechesis. 


Family encounter movements; Cine forums; discussion on 
television programmes etc.; Prayer groups and liturgy; Indian 
cultural and art-forms of communication : drama, dances 
etc.; to be used human approach as the valid approach for 


our times; Every method should remain open-ended 
(iv AICM - 1970) 
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Who should catechise? 


The laity, who live their life in the concrete situation of the 
society and would have to be trained and encouraged to be 
cateshists. The formation of the laity should be considered 
as a priority. 


Those who catechise must be God-experiencing people : 
"Personalised Catechesis". 


All engaged in the apostolate need to be catechized and 


tained. We need to question and catechise one another as 
catechists. 


(IV AICM- 1976 


Catechesis for groups : 


The following groups were suggested : 
(a) Family Catechesis 
(b) Catechesis for the handicapped 
(c) Catechesis for the minorities 
(d) Catechesis for the non-school-going children 
(d) Catechesis for the illiterate and under nrivileged 


(1VAICM - 1976) 


Faith-formation of the Youth 


An j : 
n 'Mportant area of concern pointed out by the group was 
© faith-formation of the youth, the hope of tomorrow, 
(IV AICM - 1976) 
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Adult Catechesis and Adult Catechumenate 


While the entire community is to be in an on-going process 
of catechesis, adult catechesis was strongly emphasised as 
the first priority. 


India being a missionary country, a country of young 
Churches, adult catechumenate or catechumenal catechesis 


is to be considered as another priority, 
(IV AICM - 1976) 


Seminary Formation for Catechesis 


The new approach and content should find a permanent 
place in seminary formation. Catechesis to be an important 
aspect in the curricula - to train future priests to be effective 


catechists. 
(IV AICM - 1976) 


Full-time Diocesan Director 


The appointment of a full-time diocesan director of 
Catechetics in each diocese is strongly urged. The director 
must preferably be a priest; failing which, a religious Brother 
or Sister or a lay person may be appointed. 


Ability to enlist co-operation, some training and competence 
are the most important requisites. The training should at 
least acquaint the director with the problems and general 
method of modern Catechetics, based on practical 
experience of catechising. Specialised training is highly 
desirable; but the lack of it may supplies, at least in the 
initial stages, by personal study and by attending seminars of 
courses 
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The directors' first concern must be the formation of a team 
of collaborators whom he should gather around himself 
atleast as part-time helpers. 


It will be very useful to establish a "Centre" as far as 
possible. But more organization, inspection and officialdom 
must not come in the way of service and achievement, 
however small, from the earliest stages. 

(1 AICM - 1967) 


Great progress has been achieved and registered wherever 
the diocesan Director of Catechetics has been professionally 
trained and full-time worker, having all facilities at his 
disposal for his work. Hence the members of this meeting 
urge the Bishops to kindly consider the appointment of a 
FULL-TIME Director of Catechetics. 


This Director should be well-trained in Catechetics, either at 
the Institute of the National Centre, Bangalore, or abroad, 
and be given all the facilities to start and run an efficient 
Diocesan Catechetical Service Centre. 


He should be helped by a team of collaborators 
(ll AICM - 1970) 
Regional/Diocesan Centre 


Development of Catechetical centres at diocesan and 
Tegional levels, with adequate staff and equipment. 


Coordination and communication between dioceses 


themselves and between dioceses and their respective 
Tegional centres, 


5] 


Publication of Catechetical literature 


(IIL AICM - 1973) 
Guidelines and Source Books 


Though any official syllabus or text for the whole of India 
does not seem feasible at least for the near future, as 
temporary solution the participants wish that guide-lines and 
source-books for various age-groups and conditions be 
prepared by the National and Regional Centres, and 


circulated to the dioceses. 
(ILAICM - 1970) 


Mobile Teams 


For an effective functioning of all Centres (whether national, 
regional or diocesan)and Institutes of Formation at all levels, 
an adequate and well-prepared staff, from among the clergy, 
the religious and the laity should be made available by the 
Bishops and Major Superiors. 


Of particular importance in the present situation, is the 
formation of mobile teams, at the regional or national levels. 
They will tour the country of region (or the diocese, when It 


is vast) to conduct seminars and intensive courses. 
(IT AICM - 1970) 


Audio-Visual Aids : Production and Distribution 


Audio-visuals suitable for catechesis and adapted to Indian 
conditions, is an essential need. The members if this 
meeting welcome the attempts made at present to produce in 
India, audio-visual aids or to adapt and make available, 
foreign productions is India. Priority should be given to 


wall-pictures and slides produced in India. 
(IL AICM - 1970) 
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Seminar/Consultation on Vision Statement and Regional/ 
Diocesan Planning 
- Tentative Programme - 


Theme: 


To The Kingdom 
Through Small Communities 
In Word and Worship 


Participants : 
At the region 


Bishop Chairman 
Regional Secretaries - of the three wings of the 
Commission (Bible, Catechetics, Liturgy) 


Diocesan Director and two others from each 
diocese for each wing of the commission ie., nine 
from each diocese (preferably 3 priests, 3 sisters, 
and 3 lay people) 


At the Diocese 


Bishop 
Diocesan Secretaries of the three wings of the 
Commission 
Vicariate/Parish animators for Bible, 
Catechetics and Liturgy 
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Programme 


Ist Day 


10.00 a.m. 


Inaugural Address : 


11.00 - 12.30: 


02.00 


Questions : 


3.00 


Prayer 
Self introduction 


Regional Bishop Chairman of the 
Commission for Ministry of Word and 
Worship/Diocesan Bishop 


Presentation of the vision statement and 
clarification 


Group Discussion (in groups about 10 
people) 


(1) What aspects in the vision statement 
touch you most? Why? 


(2) What are the implications of the 
statement for your region/diocese? 


(3) What practical steps would you 
suggest in your region/diocese to 
implement the vision? 


Presentation of the Reports 


(Reports are to be collected by the general 
secretary of the region and entrusted to a 
drafting committee to bring out diocesan - 
specific/ of region - specific/vision 
statement of the commission in the local 
language) 


SA 


5.30 


7.00 
8.00 


08.45 


Tea 
Presentation of priorities as per earlier documents 


(1) Priorities in Bible Apostolate - Pp. 19 - 25 
- Secretary, Bible Apostolate 


(2) Priorities in Liturgy - Pp. 26-45 
- Secretary, Liturgy 


(3) Priorities in Catechetics - Pp 46-53 
- Secretary, Catechetics 


Mass 
Supper 
Group Work 


Question : 

What are the strength and weakness 
opportunities and threats as regards the 
Biblical, Catechetical and Liturgical 
Ministries in the region. 

(The work will be done in three groups 
relating to the 3 wings of the commission, 
each addressing only the issues related to 
their particular wing) 


Meditation and Mass 


Presentation of Reports 
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 _— 


09.30 


Preparing a plan of action 


- Fixing Goals - Fixing Programmes 
- Scheduling ~ Budgeting : 


Goals are not visions or wishes, Goals rather 
concretize the vision or wishes into time-bound 
and measurable achievement-statements. Say 
someone says he will prepare the diocese for 
liturgical leadership. That is only a wish. But 
when he says something like : "I will make 3 
representatives from each of the parish in my 
diocese undergo a three-day seminar in liturgy 
within three months", ‘it becomes concrete, 
measurable and time-bound. Goals, some one 
explained, are to be SMART. "S" for Specific, 
"M" for Measurable, "A" for Achievable, "R" for 
Realistic and "T" for Time-bound’. We need such 
action-goals for each wing of the commission as 
related to your region/diocese. 


Programmes are actions that lead to the 
achievement of the goals. 


Suppose your goal is something like having 
three hundred catechism teachers given 
leadership courses, your programme would 
include (1) preparing the resource team 
(2) preparing the resource materials (3) fixing the 
venue and dates (4) contacting participants, etc. 


Scheduling means linking the various above 


programmes to a calendar, in other words fixing 
time-boundaries for the preparatory steps 


56 


Budgeting is to see what you would need in 
terms of men, money and talents and how you 
would mobilize them. Suppose your programme 
needs 30 persons with competence to handle Bible 
classes and you have only 5 of them now, how 
will you ensure that the other 25 are found. We 
need to have such budget statements if the goals 
are to be realized. Putting in financial terms 
makes them specific and concrete. 

(The plan is for three years with specifics for the 


first year) 

11.00 ; Presentation of Action Plans 

12.30: Fonnation/Strengthening of Diocesan/Regional 
Commissions 


Structure of the Commissions 


There are models as regards the regional structure 
of the Commission 


One: Bishop chairman 
Regional Secretary 
Diocesan Directors of the three 
wings/ 
Experts (as consultors) 
Others nominated on account of 
their involvement and capabilities. 


Second : Regional chairman ; 
Three Regional Secretaries (one for each 
wing) 
Diocesan Directors grouped under each 
wing, 
Experts under each wing 
Other nominees under each wing 
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Third : 


3.00 


Three Bishop Chainnan (one for each wing) 
Others as in the second model 


Sub-commissions too may form part of the commissions' 
structure. Example:- Sub-commissions for Translation, | 
Bible and Liturgy, Bible and Catechetics, Bible | 
Correspondence Course, Inculturation, Community 
Catechesis, etc. 


Discussion: 

What structure would be most feasible your region? 
Who all could be in the various wings? 

Who all could be the experts and other nominees. 


(This can be done either in the general body or in "wing"- 
based groups with reports presented to the general body) 


A similar structure could be evolved for the diocesan 
commissions for the Ministry of Word and Worship. 


Final Session 


Formal announcement of the commission 
Formal adoption of the Plan of Action 
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